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LITH  PATTERN  & BLANK  SET  NEW  RECORD  AT  AUCTION 


TOP:  Vytautas  the  Great 
10  Litij  pattern. 

BOTTOM:  Blank  1936  10 
Litij  planchet. 

In  recent  months  there  has  been  a 
“crop”  of  alleged  Vytautas  the  Great  silver 
denars  offered  on  E-bay.  Some  appear  to 
be  reproductions,  while  others  look  genuine 
and  would  need  scrutiny  by  the  purchaser. 
The  particular  piece  illustrated  on  the  left 
was  auctioned  for  $72.00  (seventy-two 
dollars)  on  E-bay,  October  6,  2007.  It  was 
sold  by  someone  in  the  Ukraine,  and  a 
collector  with  a sign-in  name  of 
“druplenas”  purchased  it. 


Two  items  of  interest  to  Lithuanian  collectors  were  auctioned  off  by 
Heritage  Auctions  of  Dallas,  TX  at  their  New  York  auction  on  January  7, 
2008.  The  first  is  a 1936  10  lity  (KM-83)  plain  edge  pattern  of  the  Vytautas 
the  Great  10  litp.  This  is  the  first  time  this  pattern  has  been  reported,  but  it 
is  not  surprising.  Judging  from  the  condition  (AU),  it  probably  originated 
from  the  group  of  various  Lithuanian  patterns  struck  at  the  Brussels  Mint  in 
Belgium  that  got  out  at  the  end  of  WWII,  and  surfaced  in  the  1970s  at  a coin 
show  in  the  Chicago  area.  This  particular  piece,  Lot  #51617,  sold  for  a 
whopping  U.S.  $2,200.00,  plus  a 20%  buyers  premium. 

The  second  item  auctioned  off  was  a blank  1936  10  liti]  planchet  that 
contains  the  lettered  edge.  [Note:  The  editor  of  The  Knight  has  one  of  these 
in  his  collection  which  has  been  illustrated  here  in  The  Knight.].  This  piece, 
Lot  #51618,  sold  for  U.S.  $1,300.00,  plus  the  20%  buyers  premium.  The 
pieces  were  also  concurrently  listed  on  the  E-bay  internet  site  for  those 
wishing  to  bid  online  during  the  auction. 


....SILVER  DENARS  SOLD  ON  E-BAY. 


LIETUVOS  BANKAS 
BANK  OF  LITHUANIA 
CASH  DEPARTMENT 


ON  DECLARING  LEGAL  TENDER  AND  THE  ISSUE  OF  THE  50  LITAS  COMMEMORATIVE 

COIN  DEDICATED  TO  THE  XXIX  OLYMPIC  GAMES 

7 December  2007  No.  10.48.-1002-3530 

Vilnius 

We  hereby  inform  you  that  on  the  basis  of  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  a new  50  litas 
commemorative  coin  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  dedicated  to  the  XXIX  Olympic  Games  will  be  launched 

on  13  December  2007. 

The  50  litas  coin  is  made  of  silver  (Ag  925),  quality  proof,  diameter  - 38.61  mm,  weight  28.28  g.  I he  coin 
has  a mirror  surface  with  a mat  relief.  The  mintage  of  the  coin  is  5,000  pieces. 

A stylised  figure  of  a runner,  semi-circled  by  the  inscription  PEKJNAS  beneath  him  and  2008  on  his  right, 
are  depicted  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin.  On  its  top  there  is  the  logo  of  the  Lithuanian  National  Olympic 

Committee. 

The  State  Emblem  semi-circled  by  the  inscription  LIETUVA  on  its  top,  and  by  2007,  50  LlTlj,  and  the  mark 
of  the  UAB  Lithuanian  Mint  beneath  the  State  Emblem,  are  depicted  on  the  obverse  of  the  coin. 

The  edge  of  the  coin  bears  the  inscription  XXIX  OLIMPIADOS  ZAIDYNES  (OLYMPIC  GAMES). 

The  coin  was  designed  by  Laura  Grainyte,  Evaldas  Prizginas  and  Giedrius  Paulauskis. 

The  coins  were  minted  at  the  Lithuanian  Mint. 

The  price  of  the  50  litas  coin  is  LTL  1 10  (EUR  31.86)  (in  a display  box)  and  LTL  90  (EUR  26.07)  (without  a 
box),  including  VAT. 

Illustrations  are  attached.  Leaflets  with  the  decriptions  of  the  coin  are  given  in  a separate  envelope. 

For  further  information  please  refer  to  the  website  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  at  wwv\.lb.ll. 


Yours  faithfully, 

/signed/ 

Bronislovas  Degutis 
Deputy  Director 

Head  of  the  Currency  Production  Division 

Contact  person:  Audrone  Gruodyte,  tel.:  +370  5 2680  316,  fax:  +370  5 2680  314 


Code  188607684 


Gedimino  Ave.  6, 

LT-01 103  Vilnius,  Lithuania 


Tel.  +370-5  268  0300, 
Fax  +370-5  268  0327 


E-mail:  kd@lb.lt 
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TOKENS  FROM  THE  CASTLE  AT  TRAKAI 

by  Henry  L.  Gaidis 

LNA  members  should  be  aware  that  collectable  numismatic  tokens  minted  in  aluminum 
are  available  not  only  from  the  Lithuanian  National  Museum  in  Vilnius,  but  also  at  Trakai 
Castle,  23  km  southwest  of  Vilnius.  The  Lithuanian  National  Museum  sells  replicas  of  a few 
early  Lithuanian  coins.  The  two  tokens  sold  at  Trakai  Castile  are  not  based  on  historic 
Lithuanian  coins,  rather,  on  seals  used  by  Kestutis  and  Vytautas,  two  medieval  Lithuanian 
rulers  for  whom  the  Trakai  Castle  was  their  hereditary  home.  The  Trakai  tokens  are  about  20 
mm  in  diameter  and  cost  less  than  one  U.S.  dollar  each,  with  proceeds  going  towards  the 
maintenance  of  Trakai  Castle.  All  of  these  alunimum  tokens  make  nice  collectables  not  only 
for  numismatists  , but  also  great  souvenirs  for  the  regular  tourists. 

One  token  has  on  the  obverse  a bust  of  Kestutis  wearing  a 
helmet,  armor  and  a bearskin  cape.  The  bust  is  surrounded  by  an 
arch  of  small  triangles  topped  with  a dot,  giving  the  bust  a halo- 
like effect.  The  legend  reads  KESTUTIS  MAGNVS  DVX  LITVANIE 
1345-1382.  The  reverse  of  this  token  is  based  on  a seal  of  Duke 
Kestutis,  a pedestrial  figure  holding  a sword  upright  with  his  right 
hand.  The  sword  is  held  casually  and  not  at  all  combatively.  The 
left  hand  rests  on  a shield  of  a design  common  in  Eastern  Europe 
during  the  14th  century.  Around  the  figure  is  the  legend 
SKYNSTVTTEDVX+DE+TRACKEN  [S(igillum)  Kynstutte  Dux  de 
Tracken  - Seal  of  Kestutis,  Duke  of  Trakai] 

The  obverse  of  the  other  token  depicts  the  castle's  keep  and 
the  royal  residences.  The  legend  reads  'TRAKIjJ  ISTORIJOS 
MUZIEJUS'  (Historical  Museum  of  Trakai).  At  the  6 o'clock 
position  of  the  legend  is  a shield  with  the  initials  KB,  possibly  the 
initials  of  the  token  designer.  At  about  the  5 and  7 o'clock 
positions  are  small  crosses.  The  reverse  is  a copy  of  an  early  seal 
of  Vytautas,  a pedestrial  warrior  with  raised  sword  and  shield  in  a 
combat  posture,  advancing  to  heraldic  left,  the  viewer's  right. 

The  legend  is  +SIDVCIS*VITAVTE*  [Si(gillum)  Ducis  Vitaute  - 
Seal  of  Duke  Vytautas]. 

Both  tokens  are  individually  minted  by  a museum  living 
historian  in  period  attire,  i.e.  late  1300's.  The  'mint'  is  in  the 
inner  courtyard  of  Trakai  Castle.  When  a visitor  indicates  he 
wants  to  purchase  a token,  the  living  historian  places  an 
aluminum  planchet  between  the  dies  and  strikes  the  upper  die 
with  a large  wooden  mallet.  The  viewer  not  only  receives  a nice 
souvenir,  hut  gets  to  see  approximately  how  coins  were  minted 
for  thousands  of  years  till  about  the  mid  1600's.  As  with  all 
hammered  coins,  these  tokens  also  show  variation  due  to 
variations  in  the  force  delivered  by  the  hammer  across  the  surface 
of  the  planchet. 
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PEDESTRIAL  SEALS  OF  KESTUTIS  AND  VYTAUTAS 

Aleksandras  Radzius 

For  better  historical  insight  into  the  Trakai  Castle  tokens  described  on  the  previous 
page,  information  on  the  pedestrial  seals  of  Kestutis  and  his  son  Vytautas  is  presented 
below.  Underneath  the  picture  of  each  seal,  is  it's  legend  as  well  as  information  about 
the  document  to  which  the  seal  is,  or  was,  attached. 


+SKEIS  TVTIS 
1 342  Kestutis's 
charter  granting 
Englishmen  safe 
conduct  and  trading 
rights  in  Samogithia. 

1353  Kestutis's 
and  Liubertas's  charter 
to  the  merchants  of 
Thorn. 


s Pedestrial 
Seal, 

Kestutis  with 
uplifted  sword 
in  right  hand, 
left  hand  on  / 
x shield  , 

SIGILLUM  KYNSTUTI 
DUCIS  TROCENSIS 

1358.VIII.13  Border 
treaty  with  Masovia. 


Pedestrial 

Seal, 

Kestutis  with 
upl i fted  sword 
\ in  right  hand. 

\ left  hand  on  / 

\ shield 

CE  IlEMATb  KMH  . . . 

1366  Peace  treaty 
between  Algirdas  with 
Kestutis  for  Lithuania 
and  Casimir  the  Great 
for  Lachia  and  Polonia. 


+ S:DVCIS*VITAVTE  + 

1379. IX. 29  Ten  year 
truce  between  King 
Jogalia,  Kestutis, 
Lengvenis  and  Vytautas 
and  the  Teutonic  Order. 


SKYNSTUTTEDUX+ 
DE+TRACKEN 

1372  Treaty  and 
prisoner  exchange 
between  Algirdas  and 
Kestutis  with  the 
Teutonic  Order. 

1379.IX.29  Ten 
year  truce  between 
King  Jogalia,  Kestutis, 
Lengvenis  and  Vytautas 
and  the  Teutonic  Order. 

It  appears  that  Lord  Kestutis  used  only  pedestrial  seals, 
three  with  a Latin  and  one  with  a Cyrillic  legend  and  that 
Lord  Vytautas  used  one  pedestrial  seal.  The  numeroud  other 
seals  used  by  Vytautas  were  an  armorial  seal,  a Great  Seal 
and  numerous  equestrian  seals  - but  that's  another  article  for 
another  time! 

Any  additional  information  from  our  readership  about 
these  or  any  others  seals  of  medieval  Lithuanian  royalty  and 
nobles  and  information  about  the  documents  to  which  they 
are  attached  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 


INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  BANK  OF  LITHUANIA 

The  following  information  about  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  is  taken  from  its  website  www.lbank.lt. 

We  hope  you  will  find  it  useful. 


About  the  Bank 

What  is  the  Bank  of  Lithaunia  and  what  does  it  do7 


The  Bank  of  Lithuania  is  the  central  bank  of  the  country.  It  has  the  exclusive  right  to  issue  the  currency  of  the 
Rpnublic  of  Lithuania  and  to  withdraw  it.  The  principle  objective  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  is  to  maintain  price 
stability  i e as  low  inflation  as  possible.  In  implementing  this  objective,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  sets  monetary 
policy  supervises  credit  institutionms,  manages  foreign  reserves  and  performs  other  functions. 
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How  does  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  implement  its  primary  objective  - maintaining  price  stability7 

This  objective  is  impplemented  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  by  choosing  an  anchor  currency  and  maintaining  a : 
rate  of  exchange  of  the  litas  against  that  currency.  The  anchor  currency  should  be  reliable  and  widely  used 
the  countries  towards  which  the  economy  of  Lithuania  is  mostly  orienteed.  The  anchor  curencv  of  the  litas  as  o' 
2 February  2002  is  the  euro.  A fixed  exchange  rate  in  a small  and  open  economy,  such  as  Lithuania,  helps  to 
achieve  price  stability  over  time,  which  creates  favorable  conditions  for  long-term  economic  growth. 

Who  owns  the  Bank  of  Lithuania? 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  is  owned  by  the  Lithuanian  State. 

Is  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  a Governmental  Division? 

No.  The  Bank  of  Lithuania  is  the  central  bank,  independent  of  the  Government  or  any  other  Lithuanian  public 
institution. 

Can  members  of  the  general  public  open  accounts  at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  and  hold  deposits 

No.  The  Bank  of  Lithuania  is  the  central  bank,  not  a commercial  bank.  Therefore,  it  does  not  open  accounts, 
accepts  deposits  or  provides  other  services  that  are  provided  by  commercial  banks. 


Currency 

Which  currency  issues  have  been  withdrawn  from  circulation  and  where  can  such  currency  be 
exchanged? 

To  date,  1991  issue  10,  20,  50  and  100  litas  banknotes  and  1,  2 and  5 litas  coins  have  been  withdrawn  from 
circulation.  These  currencies  can  be  exchanged  free  of  charge  at  the  cashier’s  offices  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  in 
Vilnius  (151  Zirmunu  St.),  in  Kaunas  (25  Maironio  St)  and  in  Klaipeda  (16  Naujojo  uosto  St). 

Is  it  possible  to  exchange  very  soiled,  torn  or  otherwise  damaged  currencies? 

Yes,  such  curencies  can  be  exchanged  if:  . ........ 

- there  remains  between  1/2  and  3/4  of  a banknote  and  it  contains  one  serial  number  and  one  denomination 

- the  emblem  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  and  the  denomination  of  the  coin  are  still  recognisable. 

What  banknotes  are  not  accepptable  as  legal  tender? 

Banknotesd  are  not  acceptable  as  legal  tender  if:  ........ 

- there  remains  between  1/2  and  3/4  of  a banknote  and  it  contains  one  serial  number  and  one  denomination 

nUmthere  remains  at  least  1/2  of  the  area  of  the  watermark  and  one  serial  number  and  one  denomination  number; 

- there  remains  less  than  1/2  of  a banknote  with  both  the  serial  number,  one  denomination  number  and  the 

watermark. 

Where  can  worn  and  damaged  currencies  be  exchanged? 

Worn  and  damaqed  currencies  can  be  exchanged  free  of  charge  at  the  cashiers  offices  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
in  Vilnius  (151  Zirmunu  St),  in  Kaunas  (25  Maironio  St)  in  Klaipeda  (16  Naujojo  uosto  St)  amd  in  commercial 

banks. 

How  can  I recognise  a real  litas  banknote? 

Litas  banknotes  are  well  protected  with  modern  security  measures.  To  insure  that  a banknote  is  real  lokk  for  the 
main  banknote  security  features.  In  case  of  doubt,  banknotes  can  be  ppresented  to  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  tor 

expert  evaluation. 

Does  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  exchange  foreign  currencies? 

No.  Foreign  currencies  can  be  exchanged  in  commercial  banks. 

How  can  images  of  Lithuanian  banknotes  and  coins  be  used  for  promotional,  educational  or  other 
purposes? 

To  ensure  that  real  banknotes  and  coins  are  easily  distinguishable  from  images,  and  to  avoid  damage  to  the 
status  of  Lithuanian  currencies  and  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  banknotes  can  only  be  used  in  reproductions  e e 
the  focus  is  not  on  the  banknotes  themselves.  Banknotes  can  be  reproduced  on  one-sided  copies  whose  size 
is  at  least  125%  or  at  most  75%  of  the  actual  length  and  width  of  the  banknote  reproduced  on  double-sided 
copies  whose  size  is  at  least  200%  or  at  most  50%  of  the  actual  length  and  width  of  the  banknote  reproduced 
Imaqes  of  coins  can  be  used  in  flat-form  on  any  material  with  the  exception  of  metals.  For  additional  information 
see  ‘Resolution  on  the  use  of  images  of  banknotes  and  coins  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  . For  inquires.  contact 
Mr.  Algimantas  Sodeika,  Head  of  the  Currency  Examination  Division,  Cash  Department,  Bank  of  Lithuania,  te 
(370  5)  268  09  12,  e-mail:  asodeika@lb.lt 
Who  designed  the  present  Lithuanian  currencies? 

The  currencies  currently  in  circulation  were  designed  by  several  individuals.  The  1,  2,  5,  10,  20,  and  500  Has 
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banknotes  were  designed  by  Giedrius  Jonaitis,  the  50  litas  banknote  by  the  collaboration  of  Giedrius  Jonaitis 
a id  Rimvydas  Bartkus,  the  100  and  200  litas  banknotes  by  Rytis  Valantinas.  The  10,  20  and  50  centas  coins, 
tne  1 litas  coin,  the  10th  anniversary  of  the  Baltic  Way  commemorative  1 litas  coin,  and  the  2 and  5 litas  coins 
were  designed  by  Antanas  Zukauskas.  The  75th  annversary  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  circulating  commemorative 
1 litas  coins  was  designed  by  Rimantas  Eidejus.  And  the  1,  2 and  5 centas  coins  were  designed  by  Petras 
Garska. 

Where  and  how  can  I purchse  commemorative  coins? 

Commemorative  coins  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  can  be  purchased  at  the  Cash  Offices  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania,  in  Vilnius  (151  Zirmunu  St:  Mon  -Thur  9am-12am,  12:45pm-3pm;  Fri  9am-12am,  12:45pm-2pm  in 
Kaunas  (25  Maironio  St:  Mon  -Thur  9am-12am,  12:45pm-3pm;  Fri  9am-12am,  12:45pm-2pm),  and  in  Klaipeda 
(16  Naujoji  uosto  St:  Mon  -Thur  9am-12am,  12:45pm-3pm;  Fri  9am-12am,  1 2:45pm-2pm).  Coins  can  also  be 
ordered  filling  out  a form  and  sending  it  by  post.  For  inquires,  phone  (370  5)  268  03  15. 

What  is  the  term  for  the  distribution  of  commemorative  coins? 

The  term  for  the  distribution  of  each  commemorative  coin  is  5 years.  Six  months  before  the  end  of  the  term  of 
distribution,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  releases  information  to  the  public  on  the  termination  of  distribution. 

Pegging  the  litas  to  the  euro 
When  was  the  litas  pegged  to  the  euro? 

The  litas  was  pegged  to  the  euor  on  2 February  2002  at  a fixed  rate  of  3.4528  litas  to  the  euro. 

Will  the  litas  remain  the  national  currency  after  pegging  it  to  the  euro? 

Yes,  after  the  litas  was  pegged  to  the  euro,  it  remains  the  national  currency. 

How  was  the  official  exchange  rate  of  the  litas  against  the  euro  established? 

The  official  fixed  exchange  rate  of  the  litas  against  the  euro,  effective  as  of  2 February  2002,  was  set  as  follows: 
the  US  dollar  and  euro  exchange  rate  as  set  by  the  European  Central  Bank  on  1 February  2002  was  multiplied 
by  4.  The  US  dollar  and  euro  exchange  rate  set  by  the  European  Central  Bank  went  out  to  four  decimal  places, 
therefore,  the  official  litas  exchange  rate  against  the  euro  also  goes  out  to  four  decimal  places. 


The  article  below,  translated  by  Aleksandras  Radzius,  was  originally  published  in  the 
newspaper  'Kauno  Diena',  Nr.  122  May  27,  1994.  The  article  reveals  the  political  and 
legal  turmoil  which  surrounded  the  printing  and  issuance  of  the  first  modern  litas 
banknotes  in  1993  (with  a printing  date  of  1991).  It  discussed  the  change  from  Soviet 
occupation  to  Independence  and  the  establishment  of  a sound  banking  system. 

First  open  letter  to  A.  Paulauskas,  General  Prosecutor,  and  the  staff  of  the 
Office  of  the  General  Prosecutor 

HOW  LEGAL  CASES  ARE  CREATED  or  THE  STORY  OF  THE  LITAS 

by  Birute  Nedzinskiene 

When  the  attacks  on  V.  Baldisius,  Chairman  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  began  three  years  ago,  I 
was  a member  of  Parliament.  Members  of  the  National  Progressive  Party  (Tautos  Pazangos  frakcija), 
wanting  to  understand  what  was  happening.  In  the  fall  of  1 991  and  the  spring  of  1 992,  we  met  on  a 
number  of  occasions  with  G.  Vagnorius,  Premier  at  the  time;  V.  Baldisius,  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania;  and  with  independent  members  of  Parliament.  The  greatest  impression  made  on  sme  was 
during  a conversation  with  the  former  vice-president  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Canada,  V.  Rauber,  who 
described  the  bank  as  the  garrantor  of  the  state's  independence  and  stability.  He  also  defined  the 
various  functions  of  a state's  central  bank  and  its  relationship  to  the  parliament,  governments, 
commercial  banks  as  well  as  the  state's  currency  and  credit  policies. 

He  evaluated  the  work  of  V.  Baldisius  and  his  staff  as  follows:  70%  of  the  work  in  establishing 
the  legal  foundation  of  a national  bank  and  a money  system  has  been  completed.  When  a member 
of  Parliament  asked  him  how  the  other  Baltic  States  were  coming  along  in  establishing  an 
independent  banking  and  currency  system  as  well  as  implementing  financial  and  credit  reforms,  V. 
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Raubner  responded  that  Lithuania  was  way  ahead  not  only  in  comparison  to  the  other  Baltic 
countries  but,  in  many  respects,  when  compared  to  other  Middle  European  countries.  This  was  ho.-, 
the  former  vice-president  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Canada  evaluated  the  work  of  V.  Baldisius  and  his 
staff. 

Although  under  constant  attack  by  major  newspapers,  the  leadership  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
presented  to  Parliament,  and  the  Parliament  passed  new  regulation  governing  national  banks  and  the 
Bank  worked  diligently  to  establish  our  own  currency.  When  in  the  fall  of  1 991 , the  temporary  notes, 
talonai,  were  issued  and  one  talonas  was  made  equal  to  one  ruble,  the  first  step  was  taken  to  remove 
us  from  the  ruble  system.  The  leadership  of  the  Bank  and  the  Parliament  were  preparing  to  take  the 
second  step,  the  introduction  of  the  litas.  At  that  time,  the  famous  "story  of  the  litas"  was  born.  More 
and  more  charges  were  leveled  against  the  Chairman  of  the  Bank,  V.  Baldisius.  When  they  could  not 
be  proven,  the  old  ones  were  forgotten  and  new  ones  were  forwarded.  After  the  Parliamentory 
elections,  the  membership  did  not  change,  and  the  atttacks  continued,  as  well  as  the  "story  of  the 
litas".  In  their  fight  with  Chairman  of  the  Bank,  the  newpapers  were  not  selective  in  the  material  they 
published.  They  published  stories  on  the  printing  of  the  litas  and  the  its  technological  weaknesses. 
This  publication  of  secret  material  could  have  been  especially  valuable  to  forgers.  But  of  what  matter 
are  the  interests  of  the  state  and  the  citizenry,  when  it  is  necessary  by  whatever  means  possible  to 
remove  V.  Baldisius  and  his  staff.  The  Office  of  the  General  Prosecutor  joined  in  this  game  when  the 
Lithuanian  Democratic  Work  Party  (LDDP)  joined  the  government.  Legal  charges  were  brought 
against  V.  Baldisius. 

When  R.  Visokavicius  became  Chairman  of  the  Bank,  the  settling  of  accounts  between  banks 
was  the  major  problem.  Cosequently,  companies  and  agriculture  suffered  and  inflation  was  rampant. 
There  was  growing  dissatisfaction  among  the  people  with  the  temporary  currency,  the  talonas.  The 
new  Chairman  of  the  Bank  acted  with  determination,  he  was  successful!  in  establishing  a system  for 
settling  accounts  between  banks  and,  in  short  order,  inflation  was  stopped.  Preparation  were  made 
for  the  introduction  of  the  litas.  Members  of  Parliament  debated  ways  of  regulating  the  currency,  but 
it  was  decided  that  the  leadership  of  the  central  bank  was  in  a better  position  to  regulate  monetary 
policy.  When  the  litas  was  being  introduced,  the  President  of  Lithuania,  A.  Brazauskas  invited  the 
Deputy  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Bank,  G.  Priedis,  to  a meeting  and  asked  him  for  20  million  from  the 
profits  of  the  Bank  to  aid  farmers.  After  discussions,  the  leadership  of  the  Bank  decided  to  grant  the 
loan  through  the  "Litimpex"  Bank.  Subsequently,  the  General  Prosecutor,  A.  Paulauskas,  and  the  staff 
of  Ministry  of  Internal  Affairs  (VRM)  took  documents  realated  to  this  loan  from  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 
This  was  how  the  case  of  the  20  million  litai  was  started.  This  is  classic  example  of  how  from  nothing 
a case  is  made.  The  case  was  actively  pursued  by  a Parliamentary  Commission  led  by  V.  Juskus  and 
by  the  General  Prosecutor  A.  Paulauskas.  All  of  the  ugly  and  unhappy  details  of  the  story  was 
unfolding  at  the  time  when  the  litas  was  being  introduced.  None  of  the  elected  officials  cared  that  the 
introduction  of  the  litas  could  be  compromised,  the  main  item  on  their  agenda  was  to  deal  with 
another  unsubmissive  Chairman  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania.  In  spite  of  all  the  obsticles,  the  litas  was 
issued  and  was  sufficiently  stable  and  respected  by  the  people.  The  first  two  Chairmen  of  the 
reestablished  independent  national  Bank  of  Lithuania,  V.  Baldisius  and  R.  Visokavicius  fulfilled  their 
duties  honorably  - they  established  a national  currency  and  a credit  system.  However,  in  your  own 
country  you  will  not  be  a prophet.  It  appears  that  the  successful  functioning  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
can  only  be  appreciated  from  afar.  The  president  of  Kazakstan,  N.  Nagarbajev,  asked  A.  Brazauskas  if 
R.  Visokavicius  could  help  Kazakstam  issue  its  own  currency.  I think  that  not  only  foreigners  but  also 
our  own  people  will  see  things  as  they  are.  Time  washes  away  the  dirt  and  the  foam.  The  people  can 
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be  tooled,  but  history,  sooner  of  later  will  sort  things  out. 

1 he  General  Prosecutor's  Office  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  successfully  passed  the  tests  of 
lanuary  and  August  1991.  But  it  now  appreas  that  with  institution  charged  with  the  safekeeping  of 
law,  as  in  the  era  of  Stalin  and  Brezhnev,  with  the  aid  of  the  press  is  influencing  public  opinion,  is 
"creating"  cases  against  truelly  talented  individuals  who  have  .served  the  newly  indenpendent  state 
well.  In  the  meanwhile,  those  who  informed  the  KGB  about  activities  realted  to  the  manufacture  of 
Lithuanian  currency,  remain  in  the  shadows.  V.  Terleckas  went  to  Germany  in  1990  on  business 
related  the  rpinting  of  the  litas  notes.  He  writes  that  "after  the  unsuccessful  Russian  Parliamental 
coup,  it  was  learned  that  the  KGB  had  information  not  only  about  his  trip,  but  also  about  subsequent 
trips  in  which  I did  not  participate."  The  fact  that  V.  Terleck  mentions  Moscow's  interest  in  the 
activities  related  to  the  printing  of  our  currency  gives  sufficient  cause  to  reflect  under  what 
circumstance  the  work  at  establishing  our  currency  was  being  performed.  Work  which  would 
strengthen  the  independence  of  Lithuania  and  how  dangerous  the  Empire  considered  the 
establishment  of  a national  currency  system.  The  Chairman  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  thinks  that 
subsequently  the  work  of  the  KGB  was  intensified  many  fold.  He  also  thinks  that  high  ranking 
members  of  Parliament,  who  had  information  about  the  litas,  could  have  participated  in  these  KGB 
activities.  R.  Purtulis,  while  a member  of  the  government  of  K.  Prunskiene,  was  appointed  Director  of 
Economic  Liaison  with  the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affair.  He  was  officially  charged 
with  solving  all  problems  related  to  the  manufacture  of  currencies  and  had  access  to  all  contacts  on 
this  matter.  As  a result,  when  V.  Baldisius  became  Chairman  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  he  appointed 
R.  Purtulis  as  chief  expert  on  the  manufacture  of  Lithuanian  currencies.  R.  Purtulis  remained  at  this 
post  from  November  20,  1 990  to  December  1 , 1991.  Subsequently,  he  began  and  still  works  for  the 
Bank  of  Vilnius. 

In  the  Paneveziai  City  KGB  file  No.  1 labeled  "Accounts,  special  reports  and  other 
informational  material",  from  the  period  of  January  1,  1981  to  December  25,  1982,  it  is  documented 
that  "we  are  using  and  will  continue  to  use  agent  "Detale",  a graduate  of  technical  studies,  having  a 
fluent  knowledge  of  English,  currently  working  as  the  chief  engineer  in  the  firm  "Ekranas".  The  agent 
had  traveled  on  Soviet  business  to  England,  Italy,  Greece,  West  Germany  and  Yugoslavia  On  a 
number  of  occasion  he  participated  in  conferences  with  foreign  experts  and  was  on  assignment  to 
the  United  States.  When  the  KGB  left  Lithuania,  the  KGB  command  prepared  and  ratified  for  him  a 
clearance,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  infiltrate  an  expert  into  the  service  of  a foreign  government  so 
that  in  the  futur  it  would  be  possible  to  create  a decoy  ( Russian:  podstavku).  When  the  agent  was  in 
the  United  States,  he  was  paid  special  attention  by  the  second  object  of  the  government  of  the 
Lithuanian  SSR,  "Glauberis",  who  was  suspected  of  having  ties  with  special  services  of  the  adversary. 
The  agent  prepared  detailed  accounts  about  the  firm  RSA,  where  he  was  employed.  His  reports  were 
forwarded  throught  the  channels  to  headquarters,  suggesting  that  he  be  used  for  active  missions 
abroad.  The  prepation  of  agent  "Detale"  was  done  with  the  direct  participation  of  the  second-in- 
command  of  KGB  section  1 3."  The  chief  engineer  of  the  firm  at  the  time  was  R.  Purtulis.  I remember 
that  in  one  of  the  article  on  the  printing  of  the  litas,  there  was  a mention  that  a staff  member  of  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania  admitted  to  the  General  Prosecutor's  Office  that  he  co-operated  with  the  KGB  on 
these  matters.  The  mention  was  made,  then  forgotten.  The  newspaper  did  not  care  who  this 
indiviual  was  and  what  information  he  passed  on  to  the  special  service  of  a foreign  government, 
neither  did  the  Prosecutor's  Office.  Even  though  in  the  Ammendment  to  the  Penal  Code  of  the 
Republic  of  Lithuania,  Section  63  on  "Spying"  it  is  written:  "Giving,  as  well  as  having  or  collecting 
Information,  which  are  classified  by  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania,  for  the  purpose  of 
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passing  them  to  a foreign  government  or  its  agents  is  punishable  by  imprisonment  from  7 to  1 5 
years  and  by  confiscation  of  wealth."  This  strange  behavior  of  the  General  Prosecutor's  Office  might 
be  explained  if  such  an  "accomplished  KGB  agent  might  have  a lot  of  information,  and  on  speaking 
out,  he  could  cause  a lot  of  embarrassment  to  some  members  of  the  government  and  individuals 
heading  large  firms  and  banks.  For  this  reason  charges  were  brought  against  V.  Baldisius  for 
incompetence  in  office  and  although  case  was  returned  to  the  Office  of  the  General  Prosecutor  for 
lack  of  evidence,  it  is  being  pursued.  Possibly  it  is  hoped  that  something  could  be  created  as  per  the 
adage  of  F.  Dzerzhinski,  Head  of  the  Soviet  Cheka,  which  he  drilled  into  the  mentality  of  his 
prosecutors,  "Give  us  a person,  and  we  will  create  a case." 

In  concluding  this  article  I am  speaking  to  the  General  Prosecutor  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Office 
of  the  General  Prosecutor.  With  this  and  other  articles  I have  started,  even  though  I have  not 
performed  a comprehensive  analysis  of  the  events,  I hope  to  let  the  people  of  Lithuania,  as  well  as 
yourselves,  see  the  steps  taken  to  erode  the  foundation  of  an  independent  Lithuania.  But  at  the  same 
time,  other  influences  are  obvious  at  work.  Not  enough  is  being  done  to  combat  corruption  and 
organized  crime.  Big  Mafia  bosses  are  walking  around  free  and  are  surprised  that  police  and  the 
Prosecutor's  Office  is  arresting  only  their  small  competitors,  thereby  assuring  complete  freedom  for 
the  big  gangs.  This  is  also  eroding  the  foundation  of  our  government.  Will  there  be  sufficent  time  to 
prove  to  the  current  Office  of  the  General  Prosecutor  that  its  own  staff  also  wants  to  see  a strong  and 
an  independent  Lithuania.  A Lithuania  which  can  assure  its  citizens  the  possibility  for  a safe  and  a 
decent  life? 


FROM  THE  ARCHIVE 


This  photograph,  published 
following  the  death  of  Lithuanian 
Numismatist  Aleksandras  Rackus  in 
1965,  shows  Dr.  Rackus  in  front  of 
one  of  his  numismatic  displays.  The 
caption  reads,  “Deceased  Dr. 
Aleksandras  Rackus  with  Professor 
Valteris  in  1935  in  Kaunas,  standing 
next  to  an  exhibit  brought  from 
America  by  a woman.  The  exhibit 
was  organized  during  the  world 
Lithuanian  Congress  in  Kaunas. 

The  next  item  illustrated 
here  is  the  40-year  membership  card 
of  Dr.  Rackus  in  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  1957.  His 
membership  number  was  2004. 


10  WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

This  is  a FREE  service  to  non-commercial  LNA 
members.  What  do  you  want  for  your  collection? 

What  do  you  have  for  sale?  List  it  HERE! 

WANTED:  Picture  postcards  of  Lithuania, 
Klaipeda/Memel,  pre-1941  only.  Send  photocopies 
or  describe  with  price  to:  J.R.  Greene,  26  Bearsden 
Road,  Athol,  MA  01331. 

WANTED:  Lithuanian  coins  prior  to  1708, 
especially  gold.  Please  write  with  what  you  have 
for  sale.  Tony  Tumonis,  P.O.  Box  89792,  Tucson, 
AZ  85752.  E-mail:  Lith57@aol.com. 

WANTED:  Original  Petras  Rimsa  medals, 
(no  contemporary  reproductions).  Also  wanted: 
Lithuanian  1923  First  National  Census  badge. 
Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224. 
E-mail:  Albionfp@hotmail.com. 

WANTED:  High  grade  earlier  Lithuania 
(pre-WWII)  banknotes  for  personal  collection. 
Robert  Pletta,  P.O.  Box  480,  Friendsville,  MD 
21531-0480.  E-mail:  rpletta@gcnetmail.net. 

FOR  SALE:  The  following  silver  proof  50 
litij  Lithuanian  commemorative  coins!  U.S.  orders 
only.  $65  each.  Please  add  $5.00  postage  and 
handling:  1995  M.K.  Ciurlionis;  2000  Vytautas  the 
Great. 

Also:  DOUBLED  DIE  1936  silver  Vytautas 
the  Great  10  litp:  #2  obverse;  and  #4  reverse.  Both 
$55  each,  XF  condition. 

I also  have  various  1922  centas 
denomination  1,  2,  5,  10,  20,  50  ct.  banknotes  for 
sale,  most  in  nice  XF  condition.  What  do  you 
need?  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI 
49224.  E-mail:  Albionfp@hotmail.com. 

FOR  SALE:  Various  Lithuanian  silver  50 
liti}  commemorative  coins.  CALL  or  E-mail  us  for 
what  we  have  and  prices.  Balzekas  Museum  of 
Lithuanian  Culture  Gift  Shop,  6500  S.  Pulaski 
Road,  Chicago,  IL  60629.  (773)  583-6500. 

giftshop@lithuanianmuseum.org. 


LITHUANIAN  NUMISMATIC 
ARTICLES  ON  WEBSITE 

To  our  readers:  I thought  you  might  like  to  know 
that  many  of  the  articles  I have  written  in  various 
publications  about  Lithuanian  numismatics  are  published 
on  the  www.albionmich.com  website.  Take  a look. 

On  the  homepage,  click  on  my  name,  “Frank 
Passic  selected  writings.”  You  will  then  get  my  page. 
Scroll  way  down  until  you  see  the  option  on  the  left  that 
states,  “Lithuanian  Culture.”  Click  on  that  and  you  will 
get  a list  of  various  articles,  including  the  one  about  the 
Medals  of  Petras  Rimsa,  another  about  Displaced 
Persons  Camp  Money,  another  about  the 
Lithuanian- American  Lodge  Tokens  of  Chicago,  and 
others. 

I hope  you  enjoy  these,  and  share  them  with  your 
Lithuanian  collector  friends. 

Sincerely, 

Frank  Passic, 

Editor,  The  Knight. 

LETTERS 

Keep  up  the  great  work! 

Haralds  Robeznieks 
Evanston,  Illinois 
U.S.A. 

Hello  Alex, 

I have  really  enjoyed  your  articles. 
They  alone  are  certainly  worth  the 
price  of  my  renewal. 

j.  Graham  Esler 
London,  Ontario, 
Canada 
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